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SOUTHERN RANGELANDS — PASTORALISM — SUSTAINABILITY 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON WENDY DUNCAN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.18 pm]: In October 2009, as 
Chair of the Southern Rangelands Pastoral Advisory Group, I released the “Review of the Economic and 
Ecological Sustainability of Pastoralism in the Southern Rangelands of Western Australia”. This review found 
that pastoralism in the southern rangelands was in crisis and that the government should do what it could to stem 
the abandonment and depopulation of the rangelands; instead, it should work to assist pastoralists to diversify 
into new opportunities and support a continuing human presence in these remote places.  
Part of this diversification process included the recommendation to amend the Land Administration Act 1997 to 
introduce more secure and new forms of land tenure and to develop a government vision for the rangelands. The 
rangelands reform program was initiated in December 2010 to promote the growth of sustainable, economically 
diverse rangelands communities through land tenure reform, encouragement of new investment opportunities 
and land uses, and the identification of measures to restore the rangelands’ productive capacity and conservation 
values.  
The program was established with the Department of Regional Development and Lands as the lead agency, 
supported by the Department of Agriculture and Food and other key agencies with a footprint in the rangelands. 
The key outcome of the program is the passing of legislation in Parliament to provide new land tenure 
arrangements that govern the pastoral rangeland estate. These reforms include, in addition to the existing term 
pastoral lease, a perpetual pastoral lease; longer-term leases of up to 50 years; the removal of ministerial 
discretion to renew a lease; new diversification permits; and, a rangelands lease—a new form of tenure that will 
allow for multiple and varied uses of the rangelands provided that the use is broadscale and consistent with 
preservation and ongoing management of the rangelands as a resource. Approval for the drafting of the bill was 
given in March 2012, and it was anticipated that the bill would be available by November for a series of 
stakeholder consultation forums. Given the complexity of introducing new forms of tenure to an existing pastoral 
lease framework and the need to consider additional issues, such as the impact of native title, drafting has taken 
longer than expected. The queries concerning the drafting will be addressed; however, it will not be possible to 
conduct the stakeholder consultation forums as originally planned. I am advised that the draft bill may be 
available in early 2013, at which time we will commence the comprehensive consultation process with all 
stakeholders.  
If we are re-elected, I am confident that this bill will be a priority in the next term of government in 2013. In 
addition, work continues in the program on streamlining the pastoral diversification permit process. The 
Department of Regional Development and Lands is working with the Pastoral Lands Board on the development 
of simplified services such as a one-stop-shop facility for pastoral lease diversification applications and 
approvals. Work also continues at the Department of Agriculture and Food on a consultancy identifying 
sustainable development opportunities in the rangelands. This consultancy will contribute towards the 
government vision, which should also be released in 2013. 
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